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PREFACE. 


H  AVING  fo  lately,  in  my  Communication  on 
Malignant  Scarlet  Fever  and  Sore  Throat,  given 
a  few  of  the  many  reafons  which  have  determined 
me  not  to  enter  upon  any  thing  relating  to  theory, 
I  fhall,  in  purfuance  of  the  plan  there  propoled, 
immediately  proceed  to  lay  down  the  mode  of 
treatment,  which  I  have  found  fo  powerfully  ef¬ 
ficacious  in  Inflammation  of  the  Bowels  and 
Strangulated  Rupture  in  my  own  practice,  without 
flopping  a  moment  to  enter  upon  the  confidera- 
tion  of  any  theoretical  opinion  whatever. 

Neither  fhall  I  take  up  much  time  in  long  or 
minute  defcriptions  of  the  fymptoms  of  thete 
diforders.  I  write  to  the  faculty ;  and,  confe- 
quently,  a  tedious  detail  of  fymptoms  already  a 
thoufand  times  defcribed  would  be  abfurd  ;  as 


no 
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no  man  can  be  fo  ignorant,  who  has  any  pre¬ 
tentions  to  the  medical  character,  as  not  to 
know  thefe  diforders ;  and  to  thofe  who  have  no 
fuch  pretentions  I  am  not  addreffing  myfelf.  I 
certainly  do  not  wifh  any  one  ffiould  fuppofe, 
that  I  bring  thefe  peculiar  modes  of  practice  for¬ 
ward  as  infallible  ;  be  affured  I  do  not :  all  I 
mean  to  advance  in  their  favour  is,  that  they 
have  been  many  times  brought  to  the  teft  of 

i 

experience  in  my  own  practice,  with  conflant 
and  invariable  fuccefs :  on  this  I  found  a  hope, 
that  they  will  be  no  lefs  efficacious  with 
others  ;  and  on  that  prefumption  I  not  only  lay 
them  before  the  public,  but  alfo  requeffc  that 
they  may  meet  with  that  attention  which  their 
importance,  if  their  powers  be  verified,  mofi  cer¬ 
tainly  demands. 

Every  reafonable  perfon,  who  is  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  progrefs  and  effects  of  dif¬ 
orders,  will  readily  allow,  that  a  remedy,  how- 
foe  ver  fpecific,  cannot  efiedt  a  cure  in  every  cafe 
and  every  ftage  of  a  diforder. 


«■ 
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Some  cafes,  in  almoft  every  diforder,  are,  from 
the  firft,  attended  with  fuch  circumftances  as  to 
render  the  cure  doubtful,  if  not  impolhble  ;  in 
other  cafes  fuch  circumdances  arife  in  its  pro- 
grefs ;  and  if  the  diforder  has  proceeded  fo  far  as 
to  have  induced  too  great  local  or  general  in¬ 
jury,  or  to  have  gained  too  great  an  afcendency 
over  the  vital  powers  of  the  fydem,  no  remedy 
whatever  can  remove  that  diforder,  be  it  what  it 
may.  The  latter  condderation  has  particular 
weight  in  the  diforders  I  am  going  to  treat  of, 
as  life  or  death  depends  very  frequently  in  them 
upon  a  few  hours  :  thefe  diforders  fometimes 
proceed  rapidly,  and  if  the  remedy  has  not  time 
to  overcome  the  difeafe  before  it  produces  ir¬ 
reparable  injury,  death  mu  ft  fpeedily  and  inevi¬ 
tably  be  the  confequence. 

I  mention  thefe  circumdances  as  a  guard 
againd  mi /conceptions  and  mifreprefentations. 
If  the  modes  of  treatment  here  pointed  out  be 
vigoroufly  purfued  before  the  inflammation  has 
proceeded  too  far,  repeated  experience  in  the 
molt  alarming  cafes  perfuades  me  that  they  will 

i  completely 
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completely  fucceed,  becaufe  they  conftantly  have 
done  fo  ;  but  if  the  diforder,  whichever  of  the 
two  it  may  be,  has  produced,  or  is  on  the  point 
of  producing  irreparable  injury  to  the  part,  it 
requires  no  extraordinary  fagacity  to  enable  me 
to  predict,  that  neither  this  nor  any  other  mode 
of  relief  can  ward  off  the  fatal  blow;  and  in 
fuch  cafes,  of  courfe,  the  powers  of  the  remedy 
cannot  be  known. 

•  :.iy  -  yUi'udril  -  '  '  \  »  /  J  ‘ 

Neither  can  a  fatal  termination,  in  fuch  cafes, 
be  brought  as  an  argument  againft  the  efficacy 
of  any  medicine,  whatever  it  might  be,  which 
was  employed;  by  any  one  who  wiffies  to  reafon 

corre6tly,  and  to  a6t  with  that  degree  of  libe- 

\  , 

rality  which  ought  to  be  infeparable  from  the 
medical  chara&er. 
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PRACTICAL 


PRACTICAL  INFORMATION, 


&c. 


few  general  Remarks  on  the  two  Diforders* 

I  HAVE  long  confldered  inflammation  of  the 
bowels  and  flrangulated  rupture  as  being,  in 
reality,  the  fame  difeafe ;  with  this  only  differ¬ 
ence,  that,  in  the  former,  the  inflammation  is 
determined  (o  the  bowels  by  fome  caufe  not 
always  difcoverable ;  but,  in  the  latter,  the  excit¬ 
ing  caufe  is  evident  from  the  local  injury,  or  un¬ 
natural  pofltion  of  parts. 

In  both  diforders  there  is  commonly  more  or 
lefs  of  fever ;  in  both  there  is  local  inflammation 
and  pain ;  frequently  fevere  vomiting ;  and  the 
paflage  through  the  bowels  is  obflrudled. 
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I  am  greatly  inclined  to  believe,  that  flran- 
gulated  rupture  commonly  takes  place  only  when 
the  perfon  fubjedt  to  fuch  complaint  is  really 
indifpofed,  or  rather  predifpofed  to  fever  of  that 
kind  which  accompanies  fuch  inflammations. 

I  have  inquired  of  feveral  whom  I  have  at¬ 
tended,  and  they  have  aflured  me  that  they  have 
frequently  had  protruflons  of  the  intefline,  with¬ 
out  finding  either  fever,  inflammation,  or  much 
difficulty  in  refloring  it  to  attend ;  that  they 
have  felt  a  languor  and  relaxation  to  precede  the 
protruflon  which  has  terminated  in  flrangu- 
lation,  accompanied  with  a  tendency  to  coftive- 

nefs  ;  and  that  in  the  latter  cafe,  fever,  inflam- 

/ 

mation,  and  pain,  have  immediately  fucceeded  the 
protruflon,  and  prevented  its  being  replaced ; 
when,  at  other  times,  the  protruded  part  has 
remained  a  much  longer  time  before  it  was  re¬ 
turned,  without  being  attended  with  either  the 
one  or  the  other. 

It  is  highly  probable,  then,  that  flrangulation, 
in  general,  does  only  take  place  when  the 

body 
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body  is  difordered,  and  predifpofed  to  fever  and 
inflammation  ;  that  the  previous  general  relaxa¬ 
tion,  and  the  flow  adlion  of  the  bowels,  render 
them  peculiarly  liable  to  fall  out  of  their  natural 
fituations,  where  paffages  remain  through  which 
they  have  formerly  efcaped ;  and  that,  having 
fallen  into  this  unnatural  fituation,  the  invaria¬ 
ble  confequences  of  fuch  a  conflrained  pofition 
are  fufficient  to  account  for  the  fever,  already 
lurking  in  the  habit,  being  excited  to  commence, 
and  peculiarly  to  diredt  its  force  to  the  incar¬ 
cerated  bowel,  when  inflammation,  pain,  and 
all  the  horrors  of  the  difeafe  immediately  attend. 

If  this  idea  be  correct,  it  will  follow,  then, 
that  if  the  intefline  be  by  any  forcible  means 
returned,  or  if  recourfe  be  had  to  the  knife,  and 
the  protruded  part  be  replaced  after  an  opera¬ 
tion,  flill  that  will  not  enfure  the  patient' s  life , 
nor  place  him  in  fafety>  unlefs  the  fever  and  in¬ 
flammation  he  fuhdued  alfo. 

When  the  inflammation  is  already  fully 
formed,  and  to  a  confiderable  degree,  if,  by  an 

b  2  operation, 
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operation,  the  intefline  be  reflored  to  its  place 
in  the  abdomen,  the  patient  is  then  only  in  the 
lituation  of  one  who  is  fuffering  under  a  Ample 
inflammation  of  the  bowels,  with  the  addition 
of  the  wound  made  by  the  furgeon,  and  the 
danger  arifing  in  confequence. 

*  i 

So  long,  therefore,  as  inflammation  of  the 
bowels  is,  in  itfelf,  a  dangerous  difeafe,  fo  long 
muft  the  patient  flill  be  in  danger,  even  after 
the  operation  has  been  performed ;  confequently 
the  operation  in  hernia  is  no  cure  for  the  diforder 
which  conjiitutes  fever  and  inflanmiation  ;  neither 
are  any  of  the  other  mechanical  modes  of  re¬ 
duction,  as  they  merely,  vi  et  armis ,  remove  the 
ftrangulation,  but  leave  the  inflammation  and 
fever  unfubdued  ;  which,  of  themfelves,  con- 
ftitute  imminent  danger,  and  too  often  prove 
fatal ;  as  is  abundantly  evident  from  the  numbers 
which  die  under  the  difeafe  when  Ample,  as  well 
as  alter  the  operation  for  hernia. 

Under  the  influence  of  thefe  general  ideas  I 
na\e  been  led,  therefore,  to  conflder  both  the 

diforders 
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diforders  in  the  fame  point  of  view,  and  to  fup- 
pofe  that  a  remedy  for  one  muft  be  a  cure  for 
the  other ;  and  my  experience  has  confirmed  the 
fuppofition. 

My  grand  object*  therefore,  has  been  to  con¬ 
quer,  as  foon  as  poffible,  the  fever  and  inflam¬ 
mation.  This  is,  in  general,  all  that  is  required 
in  common  inflammation  of  the  bowels  ;  and  as 
a  portion  of  inteftine  will  frequently  protrude 
and  be  replaced  without  difficulty,  when  no 
fever  and  inflammation  attends,  it  is  juft  and 
natural  to  conclude,  that  the  fever  and  inflam¬ 
mation  are  the  chief  ohjiacles  to  be  removed 
% 

when  the  bowel  is  incarcerated,  as  on  them  the 
flrangulation  depends,  and  with  them  it  will 
difappear. 

In  both  inflammation  of  the  bowels  and 
ftrangulated  rupture,  however,  a  confiderable 
degree  of  fever  does  not  always  attend  ;  at  lead, 
it  frequently  is  not  flrikingly  evident  outwardly; 
the  whole  of  the  powers  of  the  dilbrder  of  the 
fyffem  being  directed  to  and  concentrated  in  the 

part 
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part  principally  affe6led,  where  they  are  expend¬ 
ed  in  the  production  of  local  inflammation,  ex¬ 
cruciating  pain,  and  great  heat  and  tendernefs. 

/ 

Having  thus  made  thefe  few  general  remarks, 
I  fliall  directly  proceed  to  lay  down  the  treatment 
which  I  have  found  fo  fpecifically  adapted  to  the 
removal  of  the  fever,  inflammation,  and  their  dif- 
trefling  and  dangerous  concomitants  in  thefe 
alarming  diforders ;  and  molt  fincerely  hope  they 
will  be  found  deferving  of  the  confidence  of  others 
as  fully  as  they  are  poffeffed  of  mine. 


On  the  Mode  of  Treatment . 

AS  I  have  already  given  reafons  for  confider- 
ing  both  fimple  inflammation  of  the  bowels  and 
flrangulated  rupture,  as  proceeding  from  the 
fame  morbid  date  of  the  fyflem,  and  to  be  re¬ 
lieved  by  the  fame  mode  of  treatment ;  I  fhall 
proceed  upon  that  idea,  and  fhall  therefore  treat 

of  them  promifcuoufly  as  they  occur,  or  as  it  may 
fuit  my  convenience. 


Some 
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Some  time  ago  I  was  called  upon  to  attend  a 
patient  feverely  attacked  by  an  inflammation  of 
the  bowels ;  a  medical  gentleman  had  previoufly 
employed  the  means  generally  adopted  in  fuch 
cafes,  and  his  practice  had  been  fo  correctly  con-* 
formable  to  the  higheft  authorities,  that  I  could 
make  little  alteration  with  the  profpe6t  of  advan¬ 
tage  ;  and  we  had  the  great  unhappinefs  to  find, 
that,  although  the  moil  powerful  means  had 
been  tried  which  had  ever  been  recommended, 
not  one  of  them  had  manifefied  the  leaf!  power 
in  removing,  or  even  checking  the  diforder  for  a 
moment ;  and  our  patient  died  ! 

Sitting  down  ferioufly  to  confider  this  moil 
diflrefiing  and  unfortunate  cafe,  and  fully  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  decided  inefficacy  of  the  generally 
adopted  methods  of  treating  the  diforder,  I  then 
formed  my  opinion  of  the  fimilarity  between 
enteritis  and  hernia  incarcerata  ;  and  determined, 
the  next  time  that  either  of  them  occurred,  to 
adopt  a  different  mode  of  treatment. — In  fa£t, 
l  thought  myfelf  authorized  by  the  infignificancy 
of  the  ufual  pradice  in  this  and  other  fimilar 

cafes 
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cafes  occurring  to  myfelf,  or  others,  in  appealing 
to  my  own  judgment  and  opinions,  lince  I 
could  fo  little  depend  upon  thofe  of  others  ;  and 
as  diforders  of  thefe  kinds  proceed  fo  rapidly,  I 
likewife  refolved  not  to  hefitate  when  an  occa- 

f  * 

lion  offered. 

i  *  * 

Some  time  after  my  refolution  was  fixed  and 
the  method  of  proceeding  was  planned  out,  I 
was  fent  for  by  an  elderly  lady  who  had  been 
taken  ill  fome  hours  before — I  found  her  cafe  was 
a  femoral  hernia. 

She  had  been  fubject  to  a  defcent  of  the  intef- 
tine  occafionally,  for  many  years,  which  fhe 
generally  replaced  herfelf  with  little  trouble  or 
difficulty ;  but  at  this  time,  after  flight  indifpo- 
fition  and  an  unufual  coflivenefs,  the  bowel  had 
protruded,  and  was  fo  painful,  fo  tender  under 
preffure,  and  attended  with  fo  much  alarming  dif- 
trefs,  that  fhe  found  it  not  in  her  power  to  re¬ 
place  it ;  neither  had  fhe  any  longer  refolution  to 
attempt  it.  With  the  other  fymptoms  fhe  like^ 
wife  had  at  times  a  confiderable  degree  of  fever. 

2  The 
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The  paffage  through  the  inteftines  of  courfe  was 
obdruCted,  and  the  pain  was  greatly  aggravated 
•  by  repeated  and  violent  efforts  to  vomit. 

* 

No  kind  of  clyder  had  any  effect :  the  ufual 
modes  of  attempting  the  reduction  of  the  intef- 
tine  were  ineffectual,  and  at  length  fo  didreff* 
ing,  that  fhe  obje&ed  againd  any  further  efforts 
of  that  kind.  I  afked  if  fhe  would  confent  to  an 
operation,  but  that  fhe  protefted  againd  in  the 
mod  decided  manner. 

I  now  determined  to  proceed  upon  my  own 
principles ;  and  as  the  degree  of  inflammation, 
and  of  pain  and  licknefs,  were  to  the  highed  de¬ 
gree  both  didrefling  and  alarming,  not  a  mo¬ 
ment’s  delay  could  be  allowed  of. 

I  therefore  immediately  gave  her  a  fmall  pill 
containing  five  grains  of  calomel,  and  another 
confiding  of  one  grain  of  crude  opium :  they  daid 
upon  the  domach ;  and  at  the  hour’s  end  the 
calomel  pill  was  repeated,  with  another  grain  of 
opium.  As  fhe  feemed  fomething  relieved,  I  gave 

c  orders 
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orders  that  one  pill  containing  three  grains  of 
calomel  fhould  be  given  every  two  hours ;  and 
if  the  pain  was  moderate,  along  with  each  of 
thofe  fhe  was  ordered  to  have  one  fill  containing 
half  a  grain  of  opium  ;  but  if  the  pain  were  con- 
fiderable,  two  of  fuch  pills  were  to  be  given  every 
two  hours  with  the  calomel,  and  to  be  regularly 
adminiflered  till  the  fever,  the  pain,  the  tender- 
nefs  and  hardnefs  of  the  tumour,  or  fome  evident 
change,  was  produced. 

I  left  her  under  this  courfe  for  feveral  hours,  and 
then  again  vifited  her.  She  flept  when  I  entered 
the  room,  on  the  tide  affedted,  but  immediately 
awoke.  She  told  me  fhe  was  eafier;  a  gentle 
moifture  wasfenfible  on  the  fkin ;  the  tumour  was 
fofter,  and  fhe  faid  fhe  could  now  bear  a  further 
attempt  at  its  redu£lion,  as  it  was  no  longer  fo 
painful  on  being  touched.  I  begged  her  there¬ 
fore  to  change  her  pofition,  which  fhe  imme¬ 
diately  did;  and  the  moment  that  fhe  turned 
lierfelf  upon  her  back,  to  her  great  aftonifhment 
and  fatisfa&ion,  as  well  as  to  mine,  the  intefline 

recovered 
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recovered  its  natural  place  without  any  manual 
afliflance  whatfoever ! 

She  then  begged  me  to  leave  the  room,  as  the 
felt  a  ftrong  propentity  to  exonerate  the  bowels  ; 

which  the  immediately  did — copioutly. 

*  ^  '  '  *-  '  *  '  r  |  ' 
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In  fhort,  the  diforder  was  completely  removed, 
and  the  was  immediately  reftored  to  health  and 
happinefs,  excepting  a  flight  affedion  of  the  fali- 
vary  glands,  and  a  little  griping  and  purging  from 
the  calomel,  which  a  few  dofes  of  a  warm  opiate 
Ipeedily  removed.  I  fhall  not  attempt  to  de- 
fcribe  the  fatisfadion,  or,  rather,  the  degree  of 
happinefs  I  felt  upon  this  occation  ;  a  compound 
happinefs,  in  fadl,  derived  from  two  diftindl 
fources: — firft,  from  having  thus  fuddenly  fnatch- 
ed  my  patient  from  excruciating  torture  and  from 
imminent  danger;  and  fecondly,  from  having 
now,  for  the  firft  time ,  found  a  remedy  evidently 
pofTefled  of  prompt  and  powerful  influence  over 
the  difeafe. 
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It  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  I  even  wifhed  for 
an  opportunity  of  verifying  the  efFedls  of  this 
mode  of  treatment,  and  that  opportunity  foon 
offered  :  a  farmer,  of  about  fifty-fix  years  of  age, 
had  been  feven  days  without  paffage  through 
the  bowels  ! — the  lafl  two  days  had  been  days  of 
torture  ! — he  had  fome  fever,  racking  pain  in  the 
bowels,  ficknefs  and  vomiting,  and  the  abdomen 
diflended,  hard,  hot,  and  painful  on  the  leaft  pref- 
fure.  Many  things  had  been  tried  in  vain,  pur¬ 
gatives,  bleeding,  clyfiers,  fomentations,  &c.  &c. 
but  the  diflrefs  now  rapidly  increafed,  and  dan¬ 
ger  became  particularly  threatening.  Although 
this  was  the  firft  opportunity  of  treating  fimple 
{inflammation  of  the  bowels  on  my  new  plan,  I 
did  not  for  a  moment  hefitate  to  adopt  it,  parti¬ 
cularly  as  the  common  means  in  general  ufe  had 
already  been  repeatedly  applied  in  vain. 

I  therefore  gave  five  grains  of  calomel  in  a 
pill,  and  a  grain  and  a  half  of  opium  :  at  the  end 
of  the  hour  I  repeated  the  two,  as  he  had  found 
no  abatement  of  the  pain  :  foon  after  this  fecond 
dofe  he  felt  eafier,  and  I  left  him  with  orders  to 

continue 
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continue  the  calomel,  three  grains  every  two 
hours,  till  fome  evident  tendency  to  exonerate 
Ihould  be  perceived,  or  till  the  mouth  became 
affedted  by  it ;  at  the  fame  time  an  opium  folia¬ 
tion  was  left,  one  tea-fpoonful  of  which  contained 
half  a  grain  of  opium,  with  orders  to  give  one, 
two,  or  three  tea-fpoonsful  with  each  dofe  of  the 
calomel,  if  pain  required  it ;  the  dofe  to  be  pro¬ 
portioned  to  the  occafion  there  might  be  for  it  ; 
but  if  no  pain  attended,  no  opium  to  be  given,, 
Some  hours  afterwards,  I  faw  him,  he  was  well  ! 
the  pain  after  the  third  dofe  had  fcarcely  been 

perceptible,  the  fever  and  heat  of  the  abdomen 
fubfided,  and  after  the  fifth  dofe  he  had  plentiful 
ftools,  and  required  nothing  more  but  nourifh- 
ment.  Thus  then  had  my  plan  perfectly  fuc- 
ceeded  both  in  incarcerated  hernia  and  enteritis ! 
and  I  wanted  nothing  but  further  opportunities 
to  confirm  its  efficacy  ;  for  I  had  no  dread  of  dis¬ 
appointment  in  either  of  thofe  diforders,  if  the 
cafes  in  reality  were  curable. 

Shortly  after  this  I  was  again  confulted  on  a 
cafe  of  ftrangulated  femoral  hernia — the  fubjedf 
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was  a  ftrong,  vigorous  man,  who  had  been  occa- 
fionally  fubje£l  to  this  complaint,  but  never  be¬ 
fore  now  found  it  out  of  his  own  power  to  re¬ 
place  it. 

A  furgeon  had  been  called  in  at  the  very  firfl 
attack,  on  account  of  its  extreme  violence. 

,  '  -f;  •  '•  * 

The  patient  had  flight  fever,  the  tumour  formed 
by  the  protruded  portion  of  intefline  was  confider- 
ably  large,  hot,  hard,  and  extremely  painful ; 
and  the  pain  and  efforts  to  vomit,  together,  were 
almofl  infupportable. 

/  '  ♦ 

Every  means  that  could  be  devifed  to  return 

the  intefline  had  been  tried  repeatedly — but  in 
vain.  He  had  been  fifteen  hours  in  this  fitua- 
tion  when  I  firfl  faw  him.  He  would  not  allow 
of  any  further  attempt  to  reduce  it  by  compref- 
fion,  &c.  and  when  the  operation  had  been  pro- 
pofed  by  the  furgeon,  he  had  peremptorily  re- 
fufed,  and  I  was  immediately  confulted.  Had  I 
been  fo  difpofed,  I  had  no  other  refource  but  my 
own  method  of  treatment  to  fly  to  ;  and  confi-  , 

dering 
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tiering  the  time  already  elapfed,  and  the  violence 
of  the  diforder,  not  a  moment  ought  to  be  loft. 

I  therefore  ordered  thirty  grains  of  calomel,  and 
fix  grains  of  erude  opium,  to  be  made  into  twelve 
pills  :  of  thefe  three  were  given  immediately ;  in 
about  an  hour’s  time  three  more  ;  and  two  were 
ordered  to  be  given  every  two  hours  till  the 
bowels  were  opened,  or  till  the  calomel  afte&ed 
the  mouth. 

After  the  fecond  dofe  he  found  himfelf  much 
eafier,  and  before  he  had  taken  the  laft  dofe  he 
had  three  purgative  ftools,  but  not  free  nor  eafily  ; 
as  upon  inquiry  I  found  the  inteftine  ftill  unre- 
ftored  to  its  proper  fituation,  but  much  fofter  and 
neither  painful  nor  peculiarly  fenfible  on  preflure. 
I  immediately  ordered  a  moderate  opiate,  and 
wifhed  the  tumour  might  be  examined,  when  it 
feemed  to  be  foft,  but  yet  to  contain  indurated 
faeces.  By  very  gentle  preflure,  however,  it  was 
readily  replaced,  and  the  patient  fpeedily  reco¬ 
vered.  I  was  now  fatisfied  that  my  mode  of 
practice  in  ftrangulated  rupture  was  powerfully 
and  truly  efficacious ;  and  I  was  not  long  before 

I  had 
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I  had  further  tedimony  of  its  being  no  lefs  fo  in 
inflammation  of  the  bowels  without  rupture. 

A  lady  of  rather  delicate  conditution,  who  had 
differed  greatly  under  ill  health  a  fhort  time 
before,  was  fuddenly  feized  with  excruciating 
pain  of  the  bowels,  fome  fever,  occafional  vomit¬ 
ing  and  codivenefs;  the  bowels  not  having  been 
exonerated  in  the  lad  dx  and  thirty  hours  before 
the  attack.  The  pain,  &c.  fuddenly  commenced 
at  five  in  the  morning,  after  a  redlefs  night.  I 
did  not  fee  her  before  twelve  at  noon  :  I  gave  her 
pills  compofed  of  calomel  twelve  grains,  of  aloes 
and  redn  of  fcammony  each  ten  grains,  and  crude 
opium  three  grains ;  the  whole  being  formed  into 
twelve  pills.  Of  thefe  fhe  took  dve  immediately, 
three  at  the  hour’s  end,  and  two  every  two  hours 
till  the  whole  were  taken :  as  fhe  was  not  fo 
condantly  bck  as  to  reje£t  fluids  immediately, 
along  with  each  dofe  of  the  pills  I  gave  her  an 

emuldon  with  cador  oil  and  the  tin<5lure  of 
jalap,  &c. 
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In  a  few  hours  the  pain  was  confiderably 
abated,  and  by  the  time  the  whole  of  the  pills 
were  taken  it  had  become  hill  more  moderate, 
but  was  not  wholly  removed.  But  the  bowels 
hill  remained  unopened.  I  therefore  gave  her 
three  grains  of  calomel  without  opium,  and  in  a 
very  fhort  time  hools  were  procured,  and  my 
patient  was  freed  from  the  complaint.  A  flight 
opiate  and  occahonally  a  few  grains  of  the  com¬ 
mon  aloetic  pill  to  keep  the  bowels  eafy  and 
open,  were  all  that  was  found  necehary  to  re- 
hore  her  to  perfeth  health. 

I  fhall  not  enter  into  any  further  detail  of  the 
various  cafes  of  either  or  both  thefe  diforders 
which  afterwards  occurred  ;  let  it  fufhce  when  I 
fay,  that  many  cafes,  particularly  ofhmple  inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  bowels,  have  hnce  been  under  my 
care;  in  every  one  of  which  the  fame  general 
treatment  was  purfued  with  the  fame  happy 
fuccefs. 

It  will  not,  however,  be  improper  to  add  a  few 
remarks  upon  the  cafes  already  related,  and 

upon 
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upon  other  flight  variations  which  were  after¬ 
wards  made  occafionally,  for  the  purpofe  of  afcer- 
taining  precifely  the  beit  mode  of  treatment,  and 
the  mod  fuitable  proportion  of  the  two  principal 
articles,  upon  which  the  cure  of  the  diforders 
depends. 

After  the  fatal  event,  alluded  to  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  this  little  tradf,  had  convinced  me 
of  the  fmall  dependance  that  ought  to  be  placed 
upon  the  modes  of  treatment  generally  recom¬ 
mended  in  thefe  diforders,  and  had  determined 
me  to  feek  for  better;  and  after  accurately 
weighing  every  circumitance,  and  forming  my 
opinion,  I  fet  out  with  the  full  perfuation  that 
calomel  and  opium  were  alone  competent  to  the 
removal  of  the  difeafe ;  and  on  them  I  deter¬ 
mined  to  depend  ;  unlefs  experience  fhould  con¬ 
vince  me  that  my  ideas  were  unfounded,  and  my 
conclufion  erroneous.  I  fay,  “  the  difeafe;” 
becaufe,  for  reafons  already  given,  I  conlider 
them  both  as  depending  upon  the  fame  morbid 
fate  of  the  fyftem  ,  and  of  the  part  peculiarly 
affedted,  and  to  be  removed  by  the  fame  remedy  : 

the 
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the  protruded  bowel  being  a  minor  confidera- 
tion,  as  its  drangulation  is,  mod  probably,  com¬ 
monly  the  effeCt  of  the  general  diforder  of  the 
fydem :  for  protrufion  evidently  is  not  always  a 
caufe  of  fever  and  indammation ;  nor  is  the  re¬ 
duction  by  any  means  difficult  when  that  morbid 
date  is  removed. 

The  fird  three  cafes,  therefore,  were  treated 

»  «  ,,  c, 

dri&ly  according  to  the  plan  determined  upon  ; 
and  were  fuccefsful  to  the  utmod  of  my  withes. 

In  all  the  three  cafes  the  indammation  and 
pain  were  fpeedily  alleviated ;  and,  as  foon  as 
the  medicine  could  take  place,  were  completely 
removed,  and  the  bowels  diffidently  opened. 
The  quantity  of  calomel,  however,  required  to 
conquer  the  obdruClion  is  uncertain,  and  fo  of 
courfe  mud  be  the  time.  Sometimes  ten  or  fif¬ 
teen  grains  fucceed,  but  frequently  thirty  or  forty 
grains,  or  even  more,  are  found  necedary. 

In  the  fird  cafe  of  hernia  incarcerata,  the  pro¬ 
truded  intedine  was  actually  drawn  into  its 

d  2  proper 
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proper  fituation  by  the  weight  of  the  connected 
bowels,  on  the  patient  s  changing  her  pofition  ; 

without  any  manual  afliftance,  or  any  com- 
preflion. 


In  the  lecond  cafe  of  the  fame  complaint,  the 
bowels  were  opened  at  lead  they  were  excited 
to  a  diion,  and  adlually  eafed  themfelves  of  a 
confiderable  portion  of  their  more  fluid  contents, 
before  the  protruded  portion  of  intefline  was 
i educed  ;  and  the  reafon  why  the  very  efforts 
attendant  on  evacuation,  did  not  retfore  it,  pro¬ 
bably,  was  the  mats  of  indurated  faeces  impadted 
within  the  extruded  part;  and  which  readily 
yielded  to  a  flight  preffure,  after  moulding  the 
mais  with  the  fingers  into  a  cylindrical  form  in 
the  proper  direction. 

,  •* 

As  tome  degree  of  ptyalifm  was  produced  in 
-  both  the  cafes  of  rupture,  and  fome  degree  of  gri- 
ping,  which,  however,  fhortly  difappeared  by  the 
ufe  of  mild  opiates  and  aperients,  I  determined  to 
try,  in  the  fourth  cafe,  whether  the  addition  of 
any  other  purgative  would  render  a  lefs  quantity 

of 
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of  calomel  necefTary,  fo  that  thofe  confequences 
might  be  avoided. 

The  event,  however,  convinced  me  that  the 
pain  was  not  removed,  nor  the  bowels  opened, 
till  a  confiderable  quantity  of  calomel  was  taken; 
although  purgatives,  much  flronger  in  other 
circumflances  than  the  few  grains  of  calomel  they 
were  meant  to  anfwer  for,  were  given. 

In  fhort,  on  other  occafions  I  have  occafional- 
ly  combined  the  calomel  and  opium  with  refin 
of  jalap,  caflor  oil,  cathartic  extract,  aloes,  &c. 
but  never  found,  certainly,  that  they  removed  the 
complaint  with  one  grain  lefs  of  calomel  than 
would  have  fucceeded  without  them  ;  and,  as 
they  evidently,  in  feveral  infiances,  increafed  the 
naufea,  vomiting,  and  general  diflrefs,  I  have 
difcontinued  them,  in  general. 

\ 

I  fhall  now,  therefore,  lay  down  in  a  few 
words  the  method  in  which  I  treat  either,  or  both 
the  diforders ;  being  the  refult  of  the  experience 
-I  have  had  and  the  obfervations  I  have  made ; 

and 
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and  which,  from  its  powerful  and  fpeedy  effe&s 
and  conftant  fuccefs,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to 
thofe  gentlemen  who  may  be  called  upon  for  their 
affiftance  in  fimiiar  cafes  of  danger  and  diftrefs. 
Every  prudent  and  experienced  medical  practi¬ 
tioner  knows,  that  although  the  general  mode 
of  treatment,  in  any  diforder,  be  determined 
upon,  and  the  articles  to  be  employed  be  fixed 
upon  ;  yet  there  are  minor  considerations  which 
muft  not  be  overlooked.  So,  in  the  diforders  at 
prefent  under  confideration ;  although  experience 
convinces  me  that  calomel  and  opium  are  the 
only  remedies  to  be  depended  upon;  yet  it 
is  a  matter  of  no  fmall  importance  to  adjuft  their 
proportions  to  each  other,  and  to  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  cafes  in  which  they  occur. 

In  men  in  general ;  in  robuft  constitutions  in 
particular ;  in  cafes  of  extreme  danger,  and 
when  the  difeaSe  is  proceeding  with  great  rapi¬ 
dity,  or  is  already  far  advanced,  not  a  moment 

> 

muft  be  Ion,  and  the  remedy  muft  be  given 
boldly  and  freely. 
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In  females  in  general ;  in  delicate  habits  ;  in 
milder  cafes,  where  the  fymptoms  are  not  vio¬ 
lent,  nor  rapid  in  their  progrefs  to  any  alarming 
degree,  nor  the  dlforder  of  too  long  handing, 
the  dofes  may  be  more  moderate ;  neither  need 
they  be  repeated  at  fuch  fhort  intervals  as  in  the 
former  cafes. 

In  children,  for  they  are  fubjedt  to  inflamma¬ 
tion  of  the  bowels,  at  all  ages,  the  dofes  of 
conrfe  muft  be  confiderably  lefs  than  in  adults : 
although  it  is  frequently  neceflary  to  repeat  them 
as  often. 

A 

In  fimple  inflammation  of  the  bowels,  then,  I 
generally  leave  out  all  other  purgatives,  and  con¬ 
fine  myfelf  chiefly,  or  entirely,  to  the  ufe  of 
calomel. 

I  give  from  four  to  fix  or  feven  grains  imme¬ 
diately,  as  the  cafe  may  feem  to  require,  made  into 
a  pill ;  which  feldom  or  never  is  rejedled,  howfo- 
ever  tickle  the  flomach  may  be  in  other  refpe£ls ; 
nay,  even  when  vomiting  does  take  place  after 
the  pill  is  taken,  on  account  of  the  ponderofity 
of  the  calomel,  it  feldom  is  ejected  ;  particularly 

if 
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if  made  up  with  a  little  conferve,  or  any  thing 
which  admits  of  ready  folution  in  the  flomach. 

In  the  courfe  of  an  hour,  in  urgent  cafes,  or 
an  hour  and  a  half  in  milder  attacks,  I  give 
three,  five,  or  feven  grains  more  of  the  calo¬ 
mel,  as  the  circumfiances  of  the  cafe  may  feem 
to  demand. 

\ 

Then  I  order  two,  three,  or  four  grains  to  be 
regularly  adminifiered  every  two  or  three  hours, 
till  the  bowels  are  opened  fufliciently ;  or  till 
the  mouth  is  evidently  affedled  by  the  mercury. 

If  the  mouth  be  afFe£ted  before  the  bowels  be 
opened,  which  has  very  rarely  happened  in  my 
pra6tice,  I  then  difcontinue  the  calomel,  and 
have  recourfe  to  cly tiers  or  common  purgatives, 
or  both,  till  the  bowels  are  fufficiently  cleared. 

At  any  period  of  the  diforder  a  mild  clytler 
may  be  inje6led,  if  it  be  defired.  Although  I 
never  found  clytlers  of  real  efficacy  in  either 
abating  the  diforder  or  contributing  to  its  re¬ 
moval; 
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moval ;  yet  I  never  found  thofe  which  were  per¬ 
fectly  mild  and  limple,  produ&ive  of  injury,  but 
fometimes  they  have  feemed  to  give  momentary 
comfort. 

Thefe  then  are  the  general  rules  I  obferve  in 
giving  the  calomel. 

With  the  firft  dofe  of  calomel  I  give  one  grain, 
a  grain  and  a  half,  or  two  grains  of  pure  or  crude 
opium,  of  the  belt  kind  ;  either  in  the  form  of  a 
pill,  or  fufpended  in  a  little  water  or  fyrup.  With 
the  fecond  dofe  of  calomel,  at  the  end  of  the 
hour,  or  in  an  hour  and  a  half,  I  always  give 
about  a  grain,  or  a  grain  and  a  half  of  opium, 
more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  effedt  of  the 
former  dofe,  and  the  degree  of  pain  dill  prefent. 

After  this  fecond  dofe,  let  the  opium  be  given 
every  two  or  three  hours  with  the  calomel,  in 
dofes  of  half  a  grain,  or  a  grain  ;  unlefsthe  pain 
Ihould  entirely  difappear :  in  which  cafe  let  the 
calomel  be  continued  alone. 
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Should  (he  degree  of  pain,  however,  be  great, 
the  full  dofes  of  opium  and  of  calomel  muft  be 
continued  till  it  is  moderated :  the  quantities  al¬ 
ready  mentioned,  however,  I  have  always  found 
fufficient. 

After  the  bowels  have  been  fufficiently  eva- 
cuated,  opium  may  then  be  given  to  remove  any 
purging  or  griping  that  may  be  troublefome. 

This  then  is  the  general  plan  of  treatment  ' 
which  I  purfue  in  Ample  inflammation  of  the 
bowels. 

When  rupture  is  attended  with  pain  and  in¬ 
flammation,  that  is,  when  flrangulated,  if  the 
ufual  methods  employed  in  the  replacing  fuch 
flrangulated  or  protruded  parts  be  not  attended 
with  fuccefs ;  without  diflrefling  the  fufierer  too 
far  by  fuch  painful  attempts,  I  immediately  have 
Tecourte  to  the  very  tame  mode  of  treatment  as 
in  the  Ample  inflammation  of  the  bowels. 


The 
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The  calomel  is  at  firft  liberally  given,  with 
opium,  as  already  defcribed :  is  repeated  at  the 
end  of  the  hour,  and  then  regularly  perfifted 
in  every  two  or  three  hours,  till  the  pain  is 
removed  and  the  bowels  opened,  or  the  mouth 
affedted. 

If  a  griping  fenfation  and  commotion  of  the 
bowels  take  place,  and  a  tendency  to  exonerate 
them  is  perceived,  fome  gentle  attempt  may  be 
made  to  reftore  the  protruded  portion ;  but,  if 
that  does  not  immediately  fucceed,  and  the  com¬ 
motion  of  the  bowels,  with  or  without  griping, 

become  confiderable,  I  would  give  a  moderate 

.  ■  < 

dofe  of  opium  ;  and,  in  half  an  hour,  or  an  hour 
after,  again  attempt  its  reduction.  In  fhort,  in 
the  firft  cafe  of  incarcerated  hernia,  which  was 

freated  upon  this  plan,  as  I  have  already  ftated, 

\ 

the  bowels  recovered  their  natural  fttuation 

v 

without  any  manual  aftiftance ;  and  in  no  fuc- 
ceeding  cafe  have  I  ever  found  any  difficulty  in 
replacing  the  ftrangulated  portion,  after  the  ca¬ 
lomel  has  manifefted  its  fpecific  action  in  the 
fyftem,  which  in  thefe  cafes  is  evident  by  its  im- 

e  a  mediate 
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mediate  effects  upon  the  falivary  glands,  or  the 
bowels,  or  both. 

#  *  j.  i  » 

1  ./■  4 

In  fome  cafes  of  both  diforders,  however,  the 

tymptoms  are  neither  fo  violent  nor  rapid  in  their 
progrefs  as  to  render  either  fuch  large  dofes  or 
frequent  repetitions  of  either  of  the  articles  ne- 

ceffary. 

% 

Having  thus  faithfully  communicated  the 
mode  of  treatment  I  have  been  led  to  adopt,  and 
the  happy  effedts  I  have  repeatedly  experienced 
from  it,  in  my  own  practice,  in  thefe  alarming, 
excruciating,  and,  alas  !  too  frequently  fatal  dif¬ 
orders  ;  I  will  only  add,  that,  that  experience  in¬ 
duces  me  flrongly  to  recommend  it  to  the  parti¬ 
cular  attention  of  medical  gentlemen;  and  to 
hope  that  it  will  be  found  to  deferve  their  con¬ 
fidence,  and  to  be  attended  with  fuccefs  equal 
to  my  warmefl  withes. 

I  cannot,  however,  difmifs  the  fubjedt  without 
once  more  impre fling  on  the  mind  of  my  reader, 
the  neceflity  of  having  recourfe  to  an  effec- 
i  tual 
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tual  remedy,  before  the  inflammation  has  too  far 
injured  the  part  in  which  it  is  leated ;  whether 
fimple  inflammation,  or  attended  with  rupture ; 
for,  when  that  inflammation  has  proceeded  to  a 
certain  degree,  and  the  local  injury  has  arrived 
to  a  certain  flate,  no  mode  of  treatment  what¬ 
ever  can  fucceed  in  removing  that  injury,  or  in 
preventing  its  fatal  confequences. 

9 

*  „  ' 

It  would  be  unfair,  in  hopelefs  cafes  like  thofe, 

were  this  mode  of  treatment  employed  without 
fuccefs,  to  conclude  that  it  is  not  of  efficacy  in 
thefe  diforders  while  grounds  for  hope  remain ; 
and,  therefore,  I  think  it  a  reafonable  requeft, 
that  no  cafe  of  fatal  termination  be  confidered  as 
an  argument  againfl  it,  where  it  may  have  been 
reforted  to  merely  as  a  Jqft  and  forlorn  hope . 

It  is  now  my  intention  to  take  the  firff  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  laying  before  the  gentlemen  of  the 
faculty  a  new  method  of  treating  eryfipelas  and 
erythematous  diforders  in  general ;  which,  by 
the  fuccefs  in  my  own  pra&ice,  appears  to  be 
fpecific ;  and  likewife  to  propofe  a  new  method 
of  treating  the  meafles. 


As 
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As  thele  are  di forders  of  general  importance, 
I  fhall  not  delay  the  communication  a  moment 
longer  than  is  neceffary;  allowing  me  time  to 

colledt  my  ideas,  to  put  them  on  paper,  and  to 

* 

hurry  them  through  the  prefs. 

To  elegancy  and  peculiar  accuracy  of  language 
I  at  prefent  have  no  pretentions.  Thofe  niceties 
I  leave  for  thofe  who  have  nothin^  elfe 

D 

V 

wherewith  to  entertain,  or  nothing  elfe  to  do 
but  to  attend  to  them. 

The  importance  of  my  fubjedl  will  be  an  apo¬ 
logy  for  the  want  of  every  ornament  but  intelli¬ 
gibility  ;  particularly  as,  from  a  hope  they  will 
be  found  valuable,  I  feel  eager  to  lay  them  be¬ 
fore  the  public;  that,  as  foon  as  poffible,  they 
may  be  applied  to  the  purpofe  deligned — to  re- 
ilore  eafe  and  health  to  the  afflidted,  and  thus 
to  be  conducive  to  the  happinefs  of  mankind. 

THE  END, 
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